NZK Week 10 Lesson 1

si
In a short story, novel, poem, etc., an allusion is a reference to something in history,
literature, the Bible, mythology, etc. used {o make a larger point with fewer words.
Note that ALLUSION is different from ILLUSION. An illusion is what magicians use
in their magic acts. When something appears to be one thing but is actually another, that is
an illusion.

An exariple —

Using the allusion The principal’s Jebyll and Hyde persan-
ality made it difficult for studenis and
teachers to work with him.

Origin of the Robert Louis Stevenson’s 1886 novel The

allusion Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
was about a respected doctor who turns
himself into a maniac murderer.

What point is the The writer is {rying to say that this princi-

writer making? pal was difficult because one day he might
be nice, and the next day he could be very
mean.

Dr. Jekyll « Mr. Hyde

Writers use allusions because allusions allow the writer to say a lot with very few words. Some aliusions are
easy for most people to understand (universal) while others are recognized by few readers (obscure).

ere do writers get these allusions?

Allusions can from from just about anywhere, but the most common sources are: the Bible, literature, history,
Greek mythology ("It was a Herculean task.”"), and art ( “Jane § Mona Lisa smile gave her a mysterious
look.™).

What happens don’t get it’?

If you don’t know the reference the writer is using in his or her allusion, all is not lost....at least some of the
time. You can often figure out the general point the writer is trying to make even if you don’t recognize the
allusion. What you will not understand, however, is the everall effect the writer is trying to convey. The best
writing often uses allusion, and people who enjoy reading and get the most out of reading (especially lifera-
ture) understand the use of allusions and find them challenging to figure them out.

lusions have a “fife of their own”

Sometimes you will run into an allusion that has been used so much and for so long that it has a meaning of
its own without the need to understand where it came from. An example is: “The man who ran onto the field
stark naked during the Super Bowl just wanted his 15 minutes of fame.” We know that the expression /3
minutes of fame means someone just wants some attention for a short time usually for something ridiculous.
We don’t need to know that in an interview the famous artist Andy Warhol said that every person on earth
would be famous for 15 minutes. Knowing the source of that allusion isn’t necessary 10 understanding what
point a writer 18 frying to make by using it. '




