A Conversation with a Text
PreAP/GT Argument and Persuasion

Chjectives:
A. Students will consider the themes found in the short movie, The 8oy Whe Painted
Christ Black.

Synopsis: Georgia, 1948. A talented young student submits a painting of Christ as a biack
man for a statewide contest on the theme of ethnic pride. This creates a conflict for his
school's principal, George DuVaul, After much soui-searching, DuVaul agrees to enter the
painting in the contest, even though it will come with a price.

Thames found in the story:

Race:

o Racism is a lingering shadow in American life and history, but with the
ever-present reminder of racism, change for the better can come.
Relationships allow people to learn how 10 coexist in society.

A single movement is often the first step to people being willing to change
the status quo.

o Establishing a mutual understanding and respect for others is the way we
should treat human beings in this world.

Art:

© When a child is involved in an art, it's possible for them to escape the
ugliness of reality and express themselves in a positive and beautiful way.

o In order for art to be accepted by the mainstream culture, it must transcend
the perceptions of racism,

o Regardless of how oppressed a society or group of people may be, there
will always be individuals who strive to create art and beauty in despite
environment,

o Inamore tolerant society, art is measured by talent rather than race.

B. Students will write a letter persuading Principal DuVaul to take & particular stance on
entering Aaron Crawford's painting in the Pride Day competition. fletter format included
on next page)



Letier Format:
Typed, block business letter:
Heading

e Inside address
e Salutation
¢ Body of the letter:

Closing
Signature

{five paragraphs)
1. introduction
2. body paragraph i
3. body paragraph 2
4. acounter-argument and rebuttal
5. aconclusion

#
Business Letter Format
Your Street Addiess e e e s
Your City. State Zop nidn Addrass |
Date [
e
First and Last Mame of the Person to whom you are witing
Their Seel Address
City, 81 Zi e e e ntie s e S .
¥ i | samtation | Body
e T it - g wn 4
Dear Mr./Ms, Full Namer =«
You 46 net want 19 indent when you are using this formal. This s Lhe best format to
s vhen you ar2 wriling 8 persuasive letter. Yoo want to irtraduze youwrself ang
the topsr you Je¢ witing about o the reader. Remember that the first rule of writing
is 10 know your audience. In 2 persuasive letier, you state your opinicn ar your
fealngs about scething that is impontant to yeu after you have introduced yourself.
You st seund a3 prefessional and passionate 24 poss:ble. You do rut want to
belittle the raader or they will nat finish reading your letlae. Your telter necds ta
have the facis, reasens, ang examples 12 support your position. Address issues that
your regder mgy have in their argument.
in & secand paragraph. yeu must have solubons. Withow solutions, you ara anly
compisning. Olfer assisiance i solving tha problent, Rensind the reader where they
£an nonlact you.
Singersly yours.
Slgnatess
A, Student Tt
N
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