Animal Farm George Orwell

Historleal Contaxt

Russian soclely in the early twenlleth cenliry was bipolar: a tiny
minorily controlled most of the country’s weallh, white tha vasl
majoilly of the country’s Inhabitants were Impoverished and
oppiessed peasanis. Communism arose in Russfa when the
nallon's warkers end peasants, assisted by a class of concernad
inteflectuals known as the inlelifgentsia, rebelled agatnsi and
overwheimed the weailhy and powerfu! class of capilalists and
arfstacrats. They hoped to estebitish a soclalist utopla based on
the principles of lhe German economic and polilical phifosopher
Kol Manx.

In Das Kepilol (Capliol), Marx advanced an-economically
deterministic Interprelation of human history, arguing that
soclely would naturally evolve-~lram amonarchy and
aristoctacy, to capitalism, and then on o communism, a system
under which all propetty would be held In common. The dignily
of the poor workers oppressed by capHaiism would be restored,
and all people would Hve as equals. Marx followed this seber
and scholarly work with The Cammunist Monlesto, an
Impassioned call to action that wiged, “Wotkers of the warld,
unitel”

[n the Russia af 1917, W appeared (hat Manx's dreams were (0
become realily, Afler a politically complicated civil war, Tsar
Nicholas ), the monarch of Russta, was loiced to abdicale the
lhwone hat s family had held for three centuries, Viadimir Hych
Lenin, a Russlan Intellectuat tevolulionary, selzed power inthe
name of the Communisl Parly, The new regime look land and
Industry from private conirol and pul them under government
supervision. This cenliatizalion of economie systems
constliuled the first steps In restoring Russta to the prospediy it
had known helore World War | and in moderntaing the nation's
primilive infrastiucture, including bilnging electricily lo the
countryside. Aler Lenin dled [n 1924, Joseph Stalin and Leon
Troisky Jockeyed for conliot of the newvly formed Soviel Unlon,
Stakin, a crally ami manipulative politiclan, soon banished
Troisky, an idealistic proponent of intemational communism.
Sialin then began to consolldate his power with brutalinlensity,
kiliing o imprisoning his perceived polltical enemies and
overseelng lhe purge of approximalely twenly militon Soviel

citizens,
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" Marx and Engels publish The Communist

Manifesto.

Anlmal Ferm: Old Ma)or lists the tenets of
Anlmalism,

March: Czar Nicholas Il abdicates. A provi-
sional republic is established,

November: Belshevlks selze power.

Animol Farm; Anlmals drive out fones.

The Communist Party is establlshed.

Animai Form: Plgs take control of the farm,
Red Army, led by Trotsky, defeats Whites in
the Civil War.

Animal Form: Animals, led by Snowball, defeat
Jones at the Battle of the Cowshed.

Lenin grows lil; Stalin and Trotsky compete
for power.

Animal Farm: Napoleon and Snhowball com-
pete for power,

Trotsky is ousted and goes into exile.
Animol Ferm: Snowball is driven off the farm.
Stalin crushes revolt by farmers who refuse
to surrender thelr harvests.

Animal Farmr: Napoleon crushes revolt by hens
who refuse to surrender thelr eggs.
Masslva famine in Soviet Union after farm
production drops.

Animol Form; Anlmals suffer from hunger after
farm harvest declines.

Sovlets begln limited trading with the
West,

Animal Farm: Napoteon begins limited trading
with humans.

Great Purge: Stalin uses secret police to
ellminate opposition.

Anlmal Farm: Napoleon uses dogs to eliminate
opposltion.

Stalin slgns Non-Aggresslon Pact with
Hitler.

Anlmal Farm: Napoleon makes timber deal
with Frederick.

Germans invade Soviet Unlon. Russlans
stop the Invasion but suffer heavy iosses.
Anlmal Farm: Men, led by Frederick, Invade the
farm and destroy the windmill. The animals
drive them off but suffer heavy losses.
Western leaders, led by Roosevelt and
Churchill, meet with Stalin.

Anlmol Farm: Plikington and other humans
have dinner with Napoteon.
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