Animal Farm Essay Choices

Essay Question 1:  In Animal Farm, the pigs change the central philosophy of the farm from “all animals are equal” to “all animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others.”  Write a carefully reasoned essay that illustrates how these two philosophies could affect a society that adhered to them.  Use specific evidence from Animal Farm to develop your position.

Essay Question 2:  George Santayana wrote, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.”  What is your point of view on this assertion?  Write an essay in which you develop your point of view, and support your reasoning with evidence from Animal Farm.

Essay Question 3:  It has been said that the greatest evils in the world are a result of mass apathy as much as of individual evil.  What is your point of view on this idea?  Write an essay in which you develop your position, and support your reasoning with evidence from Animal Farm.

Essay Question 4:  Lord Acton said, “Power corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.”  Write an essay relating his dictum to both the pigs and dogs on the farm in Animal Farm and other instances in our modern day society.

Essay Question 5:  “The pen can be mightier than the sword.”  Write an essay discussing how Animal Farm demonstrates this quote.

Essay Question 6:  The pigs became the leaders, and the other animals accept them because the pigs are the cleverest.  Should intelligence be the primary qualification for leadership?  What other qualities are important for a leader to have?  Write an essay discussing how the characters in Animal Farm support your ideas.

Essay Question 7:  One of the themes of the novel is that people’s ignorance can contribute to their political and social oppression.  How does the animal’s behavior in the novel support this theme?

Essay Question 8:  The animals rebel against Mr. Jones because he made them work long, hard hours and generally neglected or abused them.  How is all of this IRONIC in light of the end result? 
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All essay choices will go through all steps of the writing process: pre-writing, hand-written rough draft, revising, editing, and publishing of a final copy that is typed.  All essays will include text evidence from the novel with proper parenthetical citation.  Each body paragraph will have a minimum of 2 pieces of text evidence.  All text evidence will include discussion.
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