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Effective Leads for Expository Essays

A lead is a sentence or two connecting the topic to the reader through a broader context,
thus “hooking the reader.”

Directions: Seven types of effective leads for expository writing are listed below. Read each
lead description and example.

1. Relate a personal story.

2. Use vivid description.

3. Write a startling fact or statistic.
4. Begin with a quotation.

5. Use universality.

6. Make a comparison.

7. Open with dramatic or thoughtful dialogue.
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@ Relate a personal story. Your own experiences are a great source of leads. Choose an
experience of your own that demonstrates the broad topic.

Example:
I made a decision on the first day of fifth grade when we clustered our desks into the seating

arrangement described by our teacher. | would make a new friend. Linda was the target, and
she’s still one of my closest friends, even years later.

@ Use vivid description. Appealing to the reader’s five senses through detailed description
helps him or her connect personally to the topic.

Example:

As | waved my arm madly, attempting to get Linda’s attention in the airplane hangar-like
cafeteria, | realized my mistake. In'the hand of that waving arm had been a hot dog, which
was now hurling itself like a small torpedo two tables behind. Linda’s mouth was agape;
both her eyebrows both rose indicating her shocked expression. When our eyes met,
we immediately burst into laughter, and she made me forget the embarrassment | might
have felt had she not shared the experience with me that first day of junior high.

© Write a startling fact or statistic. Do a little research; search the Internet for a fact or statistic
related to the topic.

Example:

According to Dr. Laura Klein, coauthor of a landmark research study at UCLA, women who

engage in “befriending” release a hormone that produces a calming effect in the face of
stress. (Kaplan, 2002)
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O Begin with a quotation. Besides dialogue, writers often use inspirational or famous quotes
regarding the subject to connect to the reader. The key is to be sure to explain how the quotation
connects with the topic you're writing about. Never leave readers to attempt to explain it on

their own.

Example:
As Aristotle said, “What is a friend? A single soul dwelling in two bodies.”

© Use universality. Choose an example that everyone can relate to. Perhaps it's an understanding
of the topic or subject or the description of a lesson learned that others may have experienced

as well.

Example:
The traits of friendship never change; it's only the faces that might.

® Make a comparison. Comparing an example from a movie, book, or even a historical event
with the topic can help readers understand the writer's experience that much better.

Example:
Even though he was a dog, Batty, the youngest of the Penderwicks, felt the same feeling

of friendship toward Hound that she'd felt with any human child she had ever met.
(Birdsall, 2005)
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@ Open with dramatic or thoughtful dialogue. Finding a scene that reflects the topic through
characters from a book, movie, or play often brings the theme to light for readers.
Example:

“We need to find a helicopter that can airlift us out of here,” said Skye. “And keep your stupid
wings to yourselfl” She was talking to Batty, who, as always, was wearing her beloved
orange-and-black butterfly wings.

“They're not stupid,” said Batty.

“Woof,” said Hound from his place among the boxes and suitcases in the very back of the
car. He took Batty's side in every discussion. (Birdsall, 2005)
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