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Timeline: Monkey Trial

1859-1925

1859  Charles Darwin's Origin of Species is
published. Its revolutionary theory of
natural selection will have profound
effects on both the scientific world and
society at large,

1922  January: William Jennings Bryan begins his anti-evolution
crusade in Kentucky, speaking out against the Darwinian "law of
hate" and calling for a return to the Biblical "law of love." His
campaign catches fire in Tennessee.

1925 March 21: Tennessee governor Austin Peay
signs into law the Butler bill, outlawing the
teaching of "any theory that denies the divine
creation of man and teaches instead that man
has descended from a lower order of animals.”

May 4: Newspapers throughout Tennessee
carry a small notice from the ACLU offering to
pay court costs for any Tennessee teacher
willing to test the anti-evolution law in the courts.

May 5: At a meeting in Robinson's drugstore in Dayton,
Tennessee, science teacher John Scopes agrees to become the
ACLU's defendant in a trial testing the Tennessee anti-evolution
law,
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May 13: Though he hasn't practiced law for 30
years, William Jennings Bryan agrees to
represent the World's Christian Fundamentals
Organization as special prosecutor at the
Scopes trial.

May 25: In Dayton, a grand jury indicts John
Scopes for violating the Butler Law.
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July 10: Case Number 5232, the State of Tennessee v. John
Thomas Scopes, comes before Judge John T. Raulston.
Prosecution and defense teams choose members of the jury.

July 13: Clarence Darrow delivers an
impassioned speech against "religious bigotry
and hate.” He hopes to convince Judge
Raulston to declare the Butler Law
unconstitutional,

July 15: Judge Raulston upholds the Butler
Law and the trial continues, Witnesses for the  [giuasmes
prosecution and defense testify. Darrow and the

defense team bring prominent scientists to Dayton to testify for
evolution.

July 17: Judge Raulston reads his decision forbidding the defense
team's scientific experts to testify before the jury. Darrow objects
strenuously. Believing the trial is over, many reporters leave
town,

July 20: Because of the heat and the crowd,
Judge Raulston re-convenes court outside,
under the trees. The defense calls Bryan to the
stand as an expert on the Bible. Darrow's
relentless interrogation of the elderly Bryan
becomes the most famous event of the trial.

July 21: After nine minutes of deliberation, the
jury returns a verdict of guilty. The judge
imposes a fine of $100 on the defendant
and John Scopes speaks for the first
time, vowing to "to oppose this law in
any way [he] can."

July 26: Five days after the trial ends,

15




20

Bryan dies in his sleep in Dayton. Many blame his death on the
stress of Darrow's interrogation, but he had been ill with diabetes
for some time.

July 31: In a pouring rain, William Jennings Bryan is buried in
Arlington National Cemetery just across the Potomac River from
Washington, D.C. -

What is the ACLU?

American Civil Liberties Union
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The American system of government is founded on two
counterbalancing principles: that the majority of the people govern,
through democratically elected representatives; and that the power
even of a democratic majority must be limited, to ensure individual
rights.

Majority power is limited by the Constitution's Bill of Rights, which
consists of the original ten amendments ratified in 1791, plus the three
post-Civil War amendments (the 13th, 14th and 15th) and the 19th
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Amendment (women's suffrage), adopted in 1920.

The mission of the ACLU is to preserve all of these protections and
guarantees:

Your First Amendment rights - freedom of speech, association and
assembly; freedom of the press, and freedom of religion.

Your right to equal protection under the law - equal treatment
regardless of race, sex, religion or national origin.

Your right to due process - fair treatment by the government
whenever the loss of your liberty or property is at stake.

Your right to privacy - freedom from unwarranted government
intrusion into your personal and private affairs.

What is McCarthyism?

Joseph Raymond McCarthy (November 14, 1908 — May 2, 1957) was a Republican U.S.
Senator from the state of Wisconsin between 1947 and 1957. Beginning in 1950, McCarthy
became the most visible public face of a period of extreme anti-communist suspicion inspired by
the tensions of the Cold War. He was noted for making unsubstantiated claims that there were
large numbers of Communists and Soviet spies and sympathizers inside the federal government.
Ultimately, his tactics led to his being discredited and censured by the United States Senate. The
term "McCarthyism,” coined in 1950 in reference to
McCarthy's practices, was soon applied to similar anti-
communist pursuits. Today the term is used more generally
to describe demagogic, reckless, and unsubstantiated
accusations,
as well as
public
attacks on
the character
or patriotism
of political
opponents.




