
Reading Nonfiction 
At least once a week, you will be assigned a nonfiction article. Understanding nonfiction is a valuable tool because this is                     
the main type of text used in real world writing. You should read each article carefully, then make the annotations                    
outlined on this sheet. 
 
Summary  
Summarize at least every other paragraph in the left margin of the article. 
 

● WHO?: Who wrote the article?  Who is sharing his/her viewpoint?  Who is the article about?  
 

● WHAT?: What is article about?  What is happening?  What is the controlling idea? (Paraphrase as you read) 
 

● WHEN?: When was the information shared/where published?  When did the events in the article take place? 
 

● WHERE?: Where do the events take place?  Where was the article published? 
 

● WHY?: Why did this event happen? Why is it still happening? Why did the author share this information? Why                   
does the topic matter? Why does the author feel this way?  Why do the subjects of the article feel this way? 

 
● HOW?: How did the events in the article happen? How is the article written/organized? (compare/contrast,               

cause/effect, interview?)  How does the author write? (do they use figurative language?  Vocabulary?  Imagery?)  
 
Reflection 
Write reflection notes at least every other paragraph in the right margin of the article. 
 

● Your thoughts on what is happening in the article 
 

● Your opinions on what is happening in the article and the people involved 
 

● How do the events remind you of anything else you have read, heard, or seen? 
 
Nonfiction Signposts 
Contrasts and Contradictions When the writer presents something that contradicts what you know or think, or             

when the writer shows you a sharp contrast between people, groups, or ideas             
STOP and ask, “What does this make me wonder about?” 

Absolute or Extreme Language When the author makes a statement that allows for no interpretation or seems             
unreasonable, STOP and ask, “Why did the author use this language?” 

Numbers and Stats When the author uses specific numbers or statistical information, STOP and ask,            
“Why did the author use these numbers?” 

Quoted Words When the author chooses to quote someone, STOP and ask, “Why was this             
person quoted, and what value did the quote add? What viewpoint does this             
person hold?” 

Word Gaps When the author uses a word or phrase you don’t know, STOP and look up the                
word and then ask, “Does this look like a word that’s only used with this topic?” 



SOAPSTone 

Subject The general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text. What is this piece              
about? 

Occasion The time and place of the piece; the current situation or context which gave              
rise to the writing or speech. 

Audience The group of readers to whom this piece is directed. The audience may be one               
person, a small group, or a large group. What qualities, beliefs, or values do              
the audience members have in common? 

Purpose The reason behind the text. What does the speaker, writer, or filmmaker want             
the audience to do, feel, say or choose? In literature, we call this the theme of                
the piece. 

Speaker The voice that tells the story, or in nonfiction, the author. What do we know               
about the writer’s life and views that shape this text? 

Tone What is the speaker’s tone? What choice of words and use of rhetorical             
devices let you know the speaker’s tone?  

 


