What's the Matter with Kids Today?

. Nothing, actual ly. Aside from our panic that the
Internet is melting their brains,

“What's the Matter with Xids Today?” was first posted t2 March 2008 on Sajox,
the online arts and eulture magazing. For many parenss, says Goldwasser—mand
Jor such literary huminaries a5 Doris' Lessing, winner of the 2007 Nobel Prize in
Literature—the answer to the question posed in her title is . . . the Internet. As indi-

cated in the subtile, however, Goldwasser herself argues that what's actually wrong
with today’s students i nothing but “our panie.

egaent of the population to bash: the Anserican teenager, 4 phone (Jand linet)
- sarvey of 1,200 17-year-olds, conducted by the research organization Cormmon
25 Core and released February 26, found our young people to be living in “stunning
35 ignorance” of istory and literature.
75 This furthered the report that the National Endowment for the Arts came out
with at the end of 200, Jamenting “the diminished role of voluntary reading in
“Ametican life,” Particularly among 13-to-17-year-olds, and Doris Lessing’s condera.
i w.gnon. in her acceptance speech for the Nobel Prze in literature, of “3 fragment-
245 Ing culture” in which “young men and women . . bave xead nothing, knowing
* only some specialty or other, for instance, computers.”
-, Kids today—we're telling youl—don't read, don’t write, don't care about any-
thing faxther in front of them than their iPods, The Intexnet, according to 88-year-
. old Lessing (whose specialty is sturdy typewriters, or pechaps pens), has “seduced
-awhole generation into its inanities.”
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Oris it the older generation that the Internet has seduced—into the inanities of
leveling charges based on fear, ignorance and old-media, multple-choice testing]
So zuch so that we can't see that the Internet is only 2 means of communicatio
and one that has created a generariox, perhaps the first, of writers, activists, story
tellers? When the world worked In bard copy, no parent or teacher ever begrudge
teenagers who disappeared fato their xooms to write Jetters to friends—or 2 movi
review, or an editorial for the schoo] paper on the first president they’ll vote for
Even 15-year-old boys are sharing some part of their feelings with someone ou

ered by the feders) government in 1988, Twenty-plus years ago, bigh school
mamwua didn’t have the Interet %0 store their tivia, Now they know that the spe-
i¢ dates and ﬂwﬁ.éum‘g.wﬂunw.u&mﬁm will always be
: per into the concepts instead of the copyrights, step
ut and Atticus were really fighting for. To criticize
f over the phone, is similar to
: hej tvision skills or date of Jaws recall i
We're talking about 33 million Americans who are fluent in texting, e-mailing,
blogging, IM'ing and constantly amending their profiles on social network sites-
which, on average, 30 of theix friends will visit every day, hanging out and writin
for 20 roinutes or so each. They're connecteg, they're collaborative, they're used £5
writiag about themselves, In fact, they choose to write aboyt themselves, on th
Own time, rather than its being a forced labor when a paper's due in school. Regy
larly, often late at xight, they're generating a body of intimate written work, Theéyai
appreciate the value of a good story and the power of 2 speech that moves: Ninety: i
seven pescent of the teenagers in the Comemon Core survey connected “I have SN
dreans” with its speaker—they can watch Dr. King deliver it on dexaand—and eightixe

't disturbing, Iv's Crushing to »
oL Hitler's role in world history,
:9¢ wstance, But it’s not becayse teenagers were online that they missed this. Had
Ghporent Introduced 20 minutes of xesearching the Holocaust to oge Bop&oﬁw&u

MiEeen's Internet life, or 4 teacher assigned The Diary of Anie Frank (axguably a

tked with, rather than against, the way this gen-
xation——we might not be able to pick up the

spend an average of 16.7 howxs 2 week readingand v,
: did not consider this to be “voluatary” reading
ded that “Titerary zeading decls igni

This is, of course, the kingd of knowledge we should be encouraging. The Huﬁmm ] The corollary is 2&nﬁﬂ%mﬂ“ﬁ&wﬁ&
net has turned teenagers into honest documentarians of their own lives—reporters o { i

embedded in their horaes, their schools, their own heads, ' ; 3 ining rates of regancy and ilicit ;

But this'is.also why:it's dangerous, why we cax't seern to recognize’in, tng b : 7 g use 0 teenag:

Mﬂ% hnm%w thatit’s just a medium. We're afeaid, Oux lids know things we don’t. Th : :

Maomoam [ drove the presidential debates onto YouTube and very well may det
iscussed on . .

cedates aiuoe | / it Teenagers today read and write for Fun; 32 part of their soctal lives, We need to
P. 526, mine the outcome of this election. ..Q.@ re texting at the dinner table and; @%g celebrating thi unprecedented surge, Incorporating it as an educational too] -
responsible for pretty much every eaduring consumer cultural phenom i ; ; ;

non: 1Pod, iTunes, iPhone; Harey Potter, High School Musical; large hot drinks withi! 1 ; nicate 25 they wi .
gingerbread flavoring, They can sell ads on their socia] network pages, and th Sl i > ey will online—even 5
essentially made MySpace worth $580 million and June an Oscar winner, s ST

Besides, we're tived of having to ask them every time we need to find Seasg

0mm8cﬁ.g§"m,wgwon mooﬁnﬁo«zm_oﬁ photos to Facebook (now tha
we're allowed on). .

Plus, they're blogging about us,
So we'vé made the Internet one more thing unknowable about the American
teenager, when, really, it's ope of the few revelations, We conduct these surve
and overgeneralize—labeling like the mean gitls, driven by the same ealousy an

Stop presenting it as the enemy 16
then our teenagers have the
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